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Plant by an explosion was due to the activity of German
agents. c Black Tom' was a large pier built out into the
water in the shape of a gigantic head and neck; hence
its name. It belonged to the Lehigh Valley Railroad
Company, and was covered with sheds, railway track,
docks and warehouses. The export of arms and munitions,
to the Allies had been carried out largely from this pier.
On the night of 30th July 1916, seven months after Papen's
departure, the whole of' Black Tom' was blown up, and a
vast number of people lost their lives. The damage caused
by this explosion, which the Americans put down to
the German saboteurs, ran into more than eleven million
dollars according to American estimates.
The explosion at the Kingsland Plant happened on nth
January 1917. Almost the whole factory, which produced
munitions and materials of war for the Allies, went up, lock,
stock and barrel. Here, likewise, numerous lives were lost,
The Germans immediately declared that there was no
question of any agents of theirs being involved in this; it
was one of those industrial disasters which can so easily
happen in munition factories without the assistance of
saboteurs. In spite of this, these two cases, c Black Tom5
and Kingsland, were both ascribed to Papen's activities,
or alternatively to the preparation by him, of a sabotage
organisation. It was declared that both affairs had been
carried out by his agents after his departure, but that they
had both originated in his' brain. The sequel to these
accusations against Papen himself and against Germany
will be dealt with in the next chapter but one*